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INTERPRETING 
BAR GRAPHS

UNIT 1, SECTION 4
J o b  L o s s e s  a n d  G a i n s  

a c r o s s  s e c t o r s
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HOW DO WE MAKE IT RELEVANT TO OUR STUDENTS?
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SOURCE:
NYS DEPARTMENT OF 

LABOR QUARTERLY 
CENSUS OF AND 

WAGES
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NYS DOL Quarterly Census of Employment 
and Wages

https://labor.ny.gov/stats/LSQCEW.shtm


RECREATE GRAPH FOR REGION
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DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION FOR 
ALL LEVELS

C r e a t e  g r a p h s  f o r  s c a f f o l d i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n

• Variety of Graphs to introduce interpreting graph concept

• Address abilities of all students

• Break down all aspects of graphs

• Allows for in depth understanding

• Understanding of how to put a graph together
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• Looking at the graph, 
what do you think the 
two different bar 
graphs stand for?

• What do the numbers 
along the bottom 
mean?

• How could we label 
the X (horizontal) and 
Y (vertical) axis?

• Anything else that you 
notice?
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• What has been 
added to the 
graph?
o Does this 

help in 
identifying 
the graphs?

• Does this 
change your 
prediction on 
what the graph 
is telling us?

• What could the 
numbers 
represent? 

• Why are the two 
bar graphs 
different color?

• What questions 
do you have?
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• What has been 
added this time?
o Does this 

give you any 
more 
information?

• Any change in 
what you think 
the graph is 
telling us?
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• What has been 
added this time?
o Does it help 

you to work 
with the 
graphs 
better?

• What other 
information 
would you like 
about the graph?

• Could you pose 
questions that 
could be 
answered from 
the graph yet?
o What might 

they be?
• What do you 

notice?  What do 
you wonder?
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• What has been 
added this 
time?

• Where could 
these jobs be?  
What do you 
think the Y-axis 
could be labeled 
as?

• Are we missing 
any other 
information?
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• It looks like all 
parts of graph 
have now been 
labeled.  Are 
there any 
questions you 
have?

• Pretend you are 
the teacher, 
what questions 
could you ask 
to be answered 
from this 
graph?
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• What was 
added to this 
graph?

• Which Graph 1-
7 do you prefer 
and why?

• Is there 
anything that 
surprised you 
about the 
information in 
the last two 
graphs?



Readings to accompany graph activity

 Re-write for lower leveled readers
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Readings to accompany graph activity

 Re-write for lower leveled readers
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Work in Progress



SAMPLES TABE 11/12 PRACTICE
(BASED ON LEVEL E TYPE QUESTIONS)
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Work in Progress

1.  Read this sentence from “Manufacturing Sector Profile”. 

For much of its history, New York State was a powerhouse of manufacturing activity. 

What does the word powerhouse mean as it is used in the sentence. 

A. Electricity tool 
B. Having great strength or success 
C. Place to live 
D. Power plant 

 

2. According to the “Manufacturing Sector Profile” article, which are two companies that hosted 
large Manufacturing plants in New York State? 
 
A. Kodak 
B. Apple 
C. Google 
D. General Motors 



Jennifer Kent-Isaacs
Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES
Adult HSE Instructor
jkentisaacs@cayboces.org
315-253-4899
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Kathy Lent
Syracuse City School District
Coordinator
Klent@scsd.us
315-435-4150

THANK YOU
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