
Why Study History? By Joanna Hayes 
 

So, what’s the big deal about HISTORY? 

History is a window into the past. 

And understanding the past is key to understanding the present. 

It keeps us informed on current events as they unfold. 

It helps us to appreciate multiple perspectives and interpretations. 

Analyzing history strengthens our critical thinking skills. 

It trains us to gather evidence, and to find patterns and trends. 

You can apply information from the past to analyze and solve problems in the 
present. 

It gives us an understanding of other people and cultures. 

It challenges us to think outside the box, and to be creative. 

Besides, studying history is FUN! 

History gives us the excitement of discovery, and the reward of solving real world 
problems.                                              

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQ3pagHPrMY 

 

 

 

Definition of history: The study of past events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why Study History 

So, what’s the big deal about history? 

History is the window into the past. 

Understanding the past helps us to understand the present. 

History helps us to understand current events. 

It helps us to understand how other people see things. 

Studying history teaches us to ask questions. 

It teaches us to use evidence to think about what might happen next. 

History uses clues from the past to help solve present day problems. 

It helps us to understand other people and cultures. 

Studying history is fun! 

It is exciting to discover new things and solve real world problems. 

 

Adapted from: Why Study History, Joanna Hayes, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQ3pagHPrMY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vocabulary:  

history    past   present 

current events   evidence  clues 

culture 

 

What is history? 

Why is studying history important? 

Name one thing history helps us to do. 

Name one important thing that happened in the past. 

 

 

Learning about connective conjunctions. Combine the following sentences using and. (rewrite 
instructions) 

Sentence Combining Activity:  

History helps us to understand the past. 
History helps us to understand the present. 
 
History helps us to understand current events. 
History helps us to see things differently. 
 
History teaches us to ask questions. 
History teaches us to use evidence to decide what might happen next. 
 
History is fun. 
History teaches us about other cultures. 
 
It is exciting to discover new things. 
It is exciting to solve real world problems. 
 
 
 

 





Nan’s Story 
Nan came to the United States from Bangladesh in 1980. Not long ago, 
her sister became sick. Nan took her to the health clinic to find out 
what was wrong. The doctor gave Nan and her sister very bad news- 
Nan’s sister had cancer and she was not going to get better. 

Nan asked if it was OK to pray. The nurse told her yes. Nan and her 
family went to a corner and began praying. When the staff realized they 
were Muslim they started yelling at Nan and her family, telling them 
they could not pray and that they needed to stop right away! 

When Nan went home she was afraid to tell her husband what 
happened. She thought she had broken the law and that she would be 
arrested. Nan’s teacher noticed how sad she was and asked what was 
wrong. Nan told her teacher what happened and that in her home 
country of Bangladesh the police take people away and put them in jail. 

Nan’s teacher comforted Nan, telling her that United States residents 
have rights. They began to study U.S. history and civics. Nan wanted to 
know everything about the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  

Nan was reassured but that wasn’t enough. Armed with her new 
knowledge, she asked her teacher to help set up a meeting with the 
people in charge of the clinic. She wanted to make sure no one else was 
frightened or ashamed as she was. 

Nan wrote and rehearsed what she was going to say. She was nervous 
but knew what she was doing was important. She presented her case 
and the people in charge of the clinic thanked her. They set aside an 
area in each of their clinics for people to pray, and trained staff to 
respect the religious and cultural beliefs of others. Nan’s teacher and 
her husband were very proud of what she had done. 





Social Studies in the ESL Classroom    Robin Morgan 
   March 2016 

The adult ESL classroom includes learners with a wide range of skills and abilities. Non-literate refugees learn 
alongside highly educated immigrants. Learner’s goals are equally varied, and include: acquiring the language 
skills necessary to function independently, becoming a citizen, getting a job, getting a better job, and pursuing 
a high school equivalency or professional credential.  

In spite of a growing non-English speaking population, sample curriculum and materials for low level learners 
remain limited; content based materials even more so. In order to address this need, I have developed a social 
studies curriculum for teachers/tutors of low level adult ESL learners.  

The curriculum adapts for use in a variety of settings: multi-level classroom, small group, and one-to-one 
tutoring. It addresses skills as defined by Common Core Readiness Standards and is contextualized in 
approach. Activities appeal to multiple learning styles and the skills being taught are transferable. Lessons 
bridge the content areas using easily accessed, relevant, low cost or free student-centered resources.  

Designed specifically to lighten the workload of adult educators who may not have experience teaching social 
studies, key components of the project include: 

a) A Power Point presentation introducing the project. Social studies (U.S. history, geography, civics, and
economics) is a natural fit for the ESL classroom and do not have to be at odds with the BEST tests,
common core alignment, or meeting the everyday needs of the learner.

b) A curriculum map serving as an at-a-glance lesson planning and organizational tool. The curriculum
map is divided into 3 sections: lesson/unit, history/geography, and civics/integrated civics.

c) A unit overview which includes: citizenship test questions, learning objectives, materials needed, key
events, and related USCIS lesson plans.

d) Detailed lesson ideas for units 1 and 2. Lesson plans include activities, handouts, maps, and text.
e) A history timeline.
f) A lesson ideas handout designed to help teachers plan well-rounded lesson plans. The lesson ideas

handout is divided into three sections: social studies as an individual experience, as a community
experience, and as a world experience.

All activities and strategies have been selected with the multi-level classroom in mind. Since the needs of the 
classroom are as widely varied as the ESL student population, everything has been created with adaptability in 
mind. The project was designed with the ESL student in mind, however it can easily be modified for use with 
English speaking students.  

In order to meet the needs of varying programs, resources are all free or low cost. There is limited reliance on 
internet access but I encourage using multimedia as often as possible to create an enriched learning 
experience. Electronic versions of all documents will be made available to teachers. 
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Coming to America 
UNIT 1: The ‘New World’ 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• What is one reason colonists came to America? 
• Who lived in America before the Europeans arrived? 
• What group of people was taken to America and sold as slaves? 
• What ocean is on the West Coast of the United States? 
• What ocean is on the East Coast of the United States? 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•understand how studying history will help them reach their goals 
•learn about European exploration and the early colonization of America 
•ask and answer questions about student’s own immigrant story 
•locate North America, Europe, and the Atlantic Ocean on a map 
•locate their home country on the world map 
•start a U.S. timeline 
•identify Columbus Day as a national holiday 
•use a calendar 
•develop map reading skills 
•learn about numbers and money 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
Wall map of the world and United States 
Calendars 
Chart Paper for timeline 
Index Cards 

 
 
Key Events: 
 
Columbus discovers a new world  
Jamestown is settled 
First slaves arrive in America 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans:  

Thanksgiving 2: My immigrant story 
Early America (intermediate) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHY STUDY HISTORY? 

Video 

Watch video.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQ3pagHPrMY 

Discussion 

Ask students, What is history? 

                         Why do you think studying history is important? 

(Did you see anything familiar? What have you learned about American history in 
the United States? In your home country?) 

Talk about how history helps students to achieve their goals. 

Read 

Practice echo reading. Identify new vocabulary words.  

History   past   present 

Current events  evidence  clues 

culture 

Writing 

See sentence combining/ writing activity sheet, Why Study History? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQ3pagHPrMY


Video Script: Why Study History? By Joanna Hayes 
 

So, what’s the big deal about HISTORY? 

History is a window into the past. 

And understanding the past is key to understanding the present. 

It keeps us informed on current events as they unfold. 

It helps us to appreciate multiple perspectives and interpretations. 

Analyzing history strengthens our critical thinking skills. 

It trains us to gather evidence, and to find patterns and trends. 

You can apply information from the past to analyze and solve problems in the 
present. 

It gives us an understanding of other people and cultures. 

It challenges us to think outside the box, and to be creative. 

Besides, studying history is FUN! 

History gives us the excitement of discovery, and the reward of solving real world 
problems.                                              

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQ3pagHPrMY 

 

 

 

Definition of history: The study of past events. 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity: Why Study History? 

Name one thing history helps us do. 

 

 

 

Combine the following sentences using and. 

History helps us to understand the past. 
History helps us to understand the present. 

 

 

History helps us to understand current events. 
History helps us to see things differently. 

 

 

History teaches us to ask questions. 
History helps us to see things differently. 
 
 
 
History is fun. 
History teaches us about other cultures. 
 
 
 
It is exciting to learn new things. 
It is exciting to solve real world problems. 
 
 
 
 



MY STORY 
Activity 
 
Have students create a physical timeline. “Ask [them] to line up according to 
when they arrived in the United States. To set up for the activity, go around the 
room and ask individual students When did you come here? They can answer 
with a date like In 2003 or May 16, 1999, or with a time frame like 10 years ago. 
Then have them stand up and get in order of their arrival in the United States. 
Explain that the first student in line is the one who has been here the longest time 
and that the last one has been here the shortest. There will probably be some 
native language but urge them to ask each other in English, When did you come 
here? The students themselves will figure out the correct order. This exercise can 
take a little time- it is a student centered activity so try to resist the temptation to 
get involved while they are organizing. When the students indicate they are 
finished, go down the row, asking, When did you come here? And checking the 
answers. After a few students respond, ask one to continue by asking the next 
person in line and so on, until everyone has asked and answered the question 
until the end of the line. Depending on the comfort level and rapport of the 
students, you can do the same activity with How long did your trip take?” 
 
This is a great way to introduce timelines; comparing the timeline handout to the 
line the students made! 
Thanksgiving 2-The Pilgrim Story and My Immigrant Story, www.uscis.gov 
 
Reading/Writing Worksheet 

See USCIS worksheet titled My Immigrant Story 

Flash Card Activity 

Extend the activity by introducing verb tenses. Create index card sets, one per 
student. One student card will say past, one will say present, and one will say 
future. Beginning with the sentence My name is_______, ask one student to read 
their completed sentence. Ask the other students told hold up the appropriate 
card indicating whether the sentence was in past, present, or future tense. 
Continue around the room until all students have read their sentence. Move on to 
the next sentence, repeating the process. If a student struggles to read the 
sentence, ask the other students to help.  

http://www.uscis.gov/


 



 



EXPLORERS ARRIVE in AMERICA 

Pre-reading Activity 

Hide text and title. Ask students, “What do you see in this picture,” or “Tell me 
about this picture.” Encourage conversation in order to determine prior 
knowledge. Chart what students know (KWL activity). 

Show the title. Ask students if their predictions have changed.  

Vocabulary  

explorers   curious   trade routes 

religious   political   disease 

slavery   (build vocabulary word list and/or word wall) 

Read the passage aloud, asking students to follow along with their handout. Ask 
readers to highlight words they don’t know or are unsure of.  

Reread the passage using fluency strategies: choral reading, partnered reading, 
echo reading. 

Break out readers/writers of higher levels. Assign activities based on their ability, 
such as determining meaning by context, writing 1-2 sentences of reflection, or 
filling in the Making Meaning graphic organizer and combining the words in the 
boxes to create a one sentence summary. 

 

During Reading 

Check comprehension frequently using open-ended questions: 

Why did you come to America? 

Do you think people come to the United States for the same, or different reasons? 
(chart responses for later activities and text selection- use responses to gauge 
interest) 

Who were the first explorers in North America? 

Name one bad thing explorers brought to America. 



What else do you want to know about early settlers in America? Chart responses 
(KWL activity) 

Map Activity 

Using the handout(s), ask students to: (this may also be a good time to 
review/introduce other directional language/commands: right/left, up/down,etc.) 

Identify north, south, east, and west 

Practice writing north, south, east, and west 

Add directions to the compass rose 

Find directions and locations on a map (world wall map or individual handout) 

 

After Reading 

Complete KWL chart. Discuss what students learned, ask comprehension 
questions, complete summary graphic organizer. For low level learners, single 
words or word chunks are a good place to start. Encourage them to just get 
something on paper. You can use their responses to inform future lesson planning 
and help them to ‘graduate into’ regularly answering in full sentences- both oral 
and written. 

Resource Idea: 

Want a fun way to reinforce newly acquired vocabulary? Go to the FREE 
site www.puzzlemaker.com to create crossword puzzles, word searches, and 
other great word games! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.puzzlemaker.com/


Explorers Arrive in America 

 
http://www.landofthebrave.info/images/columbus-landing-america.jpg 

 

The first explorers came to America from Portugal in 1487. They knew little about 
the shape of the world or people in other parts of the world. They thought ships 
would fall off the earth if they sailed too far. Explorers also came from Spain, 
France, England, and the Netherlands. 

Explorers came to America for different reasons. Some came because they were 
curious. They wanted to know more and find new things. Others looked for new 
trade routes so they could find gold, jewels, and spices. Some explorers came 
because they wanted religious or political change. 

Explorers learned a lot about the world and found many new things, but not 
everything they did was good. They brought disease and slavery to the new world 
and changed things forever.  



 





 



 

 

 





CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

Review explorer, west 
 
Find Spain, the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, North America and South America on 
the map of Columbus’ journey 
 
Numbers and Money 
 
Numbers are an important part of everyday life. They are encountered often: 
dates, telephone numbers, prices, sizes, house numbers, and weights.  
11 
Numbers must be exact. When discussing prices, it is important to know where to 
put the word dollars.  
 
1776  May be said as seventeen seventy-six, or it could be one, seven, 
                       seven, six or seventeen hundred and seventy-six or one thousand 
                       seven hundred and seventy-six. 
 
437-8381     Four, three, seven, eight, three, eight, one if you assume it is a 
                      telephone number 
 
$3.50           Three dollars and fifty-cents or three fifty or three and a half dollars   
 
1249             Twelve forty-nine for an address or one thousand two hundred forty- 
                      nine                 
 

Ask students to complete the Numbers and Money worksheet. Model question 
number one and provide assistance as needed.  

Numbers should be contextualized and reviewed regularly.Additional lessons on 
currency can be easily integrated when teaching about Washington and/or other 
presidents. See USCIS lesson plan, George Washington, for more ideas. 

 

Adapted from I Speak English, 5th edition, Ruth Johnson Colvin, New Readers Press, 2012 

 



Timelines 

Using the graphic organizer provided or one of your choosing, teach students to 
create a timeline. 

Discussion In what ways do we record history? How is history passed from person 
to person in your home country? Do you have a personal history?  

Activity Put students in pairs. Have students work together to answer questions 
about their own history/timeline. For instance, “When did you come to the 
United States?” “When were you born?” “When were you married?”  

Time lines show events in order on a line. Create an activity asking students to 
create a timeline using either information from their own lives or dates provided 
in prior lessons.  

Keep a unit timeline of key dates in U.S. history. At the end of the unit begin a U.S. 
history timeline where dates of major events will be recorded. Keep timelines up 
as a reference tool. 

Activity Create a Cloze activity using the unit timeline as a key. Copy and include 
the timeline on the worksheet. Create questions using the timeline. 

Ex: Columbus discovered the new world in ______________. 

 

National U.S. Holidays 

Lesson from USCIS American Symbols and Celebrations, www.uscis.gov/citizenship 

“Display a large wall calendar in the classroom. Distribute the handout National 
U.S. Holidays. Write holiday on the board and ask students what it means (special 
day, celebration).Ask your students Are there any holidays this month? Last 
month? Next month? Then explain that there are official federal holidays and 
distinguish them from other popular or religious holidays that many Americans 
celebrate.” 

Discussion What is your favorite holiday? My favorite holiday is _____________. 

Why do you like it? I like it because _____________________. Have students 
practice asking and answering in full sentences. Ask students for the reasons they 



like holidays, chart answers (ex: family time, good food, because we celebrate our 
religion, because the United States is a great country!)  

Ask students to fill in their answers on the handouts. Ask higher level students to 
help new readers/writers.  

Additional writing practice for low level learners: Ask students to practice 
copying their sentences from the U.S. Holidays worksheet. 

Visuals Print color pictures representing the Holidays mentioned so far. Ask 
learners to put the pictures in order, by month/date. Encourage discussion: Tell 
me about this picture, what do you think is happening in the picture, what story is 
the picture telling. Practice language skills as identified in the BEST Plus scoring 
rubric. 

 

Calendars 

Calendars are a useful tool for teaching and practicing English (I Speak English, 
2012). You may wish to provide students with calendars showing months and/or 
days of the week. Be sure to model correct pronunciation of the months and days 
of the week.  

Activity 

Using the calendar template provided, have students fill in the blanks to spell the 
names of the months. Ask students to repeat as you read the names of the 
months.  

Explain that each year Columbus’ discovery of America is honored with a  national 
holiday. Columbus day is the second Monday of October. Columbus Day falls on 
October 10th in 2016. Ask students to find October 10th on the map. Ask students 
to find Independence Day, July 4th on the map. 

Have students keep their map handy so they can add holidays as they are learned. 
Keeping a master calendar at the front of the room is also a great idea. Get 
students used to consulting the calendar when they have questions about due 
dates, appointments, days off, etc. 

 





Columbus Discovers a New World 

 

 

In August of 1492, the Spanish explorer Christopher Columbus sailed west across 
the Atlantic Ocean. He was looking for a faster way to get to the Indies. Instead of 
finding the Indies, Columbus found islands North America. Since Columbus 
thought he found the Indies, he called the people living there Indians. 

Columbus went back to Europe with stories about great wealth. He made three 
more voyages across the Atlantic Ocean. People in Europe then knew Columbus 
did not find the Indies, but he did find a ‘new world’ to be called North America. 

Every October, Americans celebrate Columbus’ journey. There is a National 
Holiday, Columbus Day, in honor of his journey. 

 

Vocabulary 

Indians                                    wealth                                journey 

 

 



Numbers and Money  

 

 

1492                      555-1492                  $14.92                 1,492 

1487                      2016                            four                    three 

 

 

Columbus discovered the new world in August of  _________. 
 
 
We learned about _____________directions; north, south, east, and west. 
 
 
My phone number is _________________. 
 
 
_____________ began in January. 
 
 
The first explorers came to America from Portugal in ____________. 
 
 
___________ people live in my town. 
 
 
After discovering the new world, Columbus made ____________ return voyages. 
 
 
My new shirt cost ____________. 

 

 



 

 



 

 



JAMESTOWN COLONY 

 

Vocabulary 

Using the handout, ask students to look at the words from the reading. Ask them 
to put a check next to words they know and underline words they don’t know yet. 
Ask students to find the words in the reading and to try to guess their meanings. 

Then, fill in the blanks using the words from the box. 

This activity can be modified for use with lower level learners. See second text 
sample and activity entitled Moving to Jamestown. 

Adapted from American Lives 1, New Readers Press, 2005 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jamestown Colony 

 

 

Jamestown was the first permanent settlement in America. In 1607 about 100  
people started a new life on the James River. They built a triangular fort with 
houses, a church, and a place to store goods. 

Life in Jamestown was not easy. The settlers were sick and hungry, and afraid of 
being attacked by the local Indians who lived there first. Leader John Smith made 
a deal with the Indian Chief, Powhatan so the settlers could trade beads and tools 
for corn. Many of the first settlers died during a bad winter in 1609.  

About 150 new settlers arrived in Jamestown in 1610. That year the new leaders 
killed many Indians and burned their homes and crops. They started taking more 
land and moving to other parts of the river. They started to grow corn. The 
Indians taught them how to stay warm during the winter. 



Jamestown was peaceful after Englishman John Rolfe married the Indian Chief’s 
daughter, Pocahontas. The English set up a new government and more settlers 
arrived.  

Pocahontas died in 1617 and the English started having problems with the 
Indians. The Indians did not like the English taking their land and bringing new 
diseases. In 1619 the first slaves were brought to America. In 1622 the Indians 
attached Jamestown and many people were killed. 

Jamestown became the capital of Virginia in 1624.  

 

Vocabulary 

permanent   triangular   attacked 

government   diseases   slaves 

  



Name _____________________________________ Date _________________________ 

 

Look at these words from the reading. Put a check next to words that you know. Underline 
words you don’t know yet. Find the words in the reading. Try to guess their meanings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fill in each blank. Use words from the box. 

 

 

1. The fort in Jamestown was __________________________ in shape. 

 

2. The Indians got sick from deadly _________________________ brought by the English. 

 

3. The new ____________________________ made rules and laws. 

 

4. The settlers were not planning on going back to England, their move to America was  

 

__________________________. 

 

5. _______________________ have no rights and must work for no pay. 

 

6.  The English ____________________ and killed many Indians. 

 

 

permanent   triangular   attacked 

government   diseases   slaves 



Moving to Jamestown

 
 

In 1607, one hundred English settlers moved to the James River in Virginia. They 
built a fort to live in. 

Life was not easy. The settlers were sick, hungry, and afraid of the Indians.  

The settlers made a deal with the Indians. They traded for corn.  

Many of the settlers died during a bad winter. 

One of the settlers married an Indian woman named Pocahontas. For a while 
there was peace.  

More people moved to Jamestown. They set up a government. Slaves were 
brought to America. 

The Indians did not like the English taking their land. They got sick from new 
diseases. In 1622 the Indians killed many settlers. 

Jamestown became the capital of Virginia in 1624. 



 

 

 

 



Coming to America 
UNIT 2: Life in the Colonies 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 

Citizenship Test Questions 
• What is freedom of religion? 
• There were 13 original states. Name three. 
• What do we show loyalty to when we say the Pledge of Allegiance? 
• Name one American Indian tribe in the United States. 
• Name one state that borders Canada. 
• Why does the flag have 13 stripes? 
• Why does the flag have 50 stars? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•identify one reason that the Pilgrims/ colonists came to America 
•learn about life in the original 13 colonies, including life in NY Colony 
•understand the meaning of freedom of religion 
•find New York on map of original 13 colonies  
•learn about the geography of each group of colonies and how geography affected their 
economies 
•explore the relationship between the Pilgrims and American Indians, and the role of American 
Indians’ in the Pilgrim story 
•learn about the Haudenosaunee and the Onondaga Nation 
•learn about the first Thanksgiving celebration 
•identify Thanksgiving as a U.S. national holiday falling in the month of November 
•understand the importance of Thanksgiving in the United States 
•discuss traditional Thanksgiving foods 
•explain the reason for symbols on the American flag and identify the colors of the flag 
 
 

 
 



Materials: 
Wall map of the world and United States 
Map of the original 13 colonies 
 

 

 

•Key Events: 
 
•1st vote for representation 
•Plymouth Colony established 
 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 

Thanksgiving 1 - Pilgrims and American Indians 
Thanksgiving 2 -The Pilgrim Story and My Immigrant Story 
Thanksgiving 3 - Traditions 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Prior Unit Review: 
 

• Why is learning about history important to ME? 
• Vocabulary students found challenging 
• U.S. history timeline, events and comprehension. Discuss and revisit as 

necessary. 
• Who came to America? Why? 
• Who was already in the new world when explorers arrived? 
• What group of people was brought against their will? 
• Columbus Day is a national holiday. What month is Columbus Day 

observed? Can you find October on the calendar?  
• Find the West Coast and East Coast on the map 

 
Introduction: There are several activities included in UNIT 2 that came 
directly from USCIS lesson plans www.USCIS.gov. These lessons, along with 
other sample activities provided throughout units 1 and 2 may need to be 
modified to meet the needs/level(s) of your students. 
 
 
Pilgrims Sail to America 
 
Compare & Contrast Activity 
 
NOTE: Introduce terms left/right, same/different if they are new concepts. 
This activity may be divided up into sections and completed over several 
lessons. 
 
In the last unit students worked on their own immigrant story, answering 
the questions: 

• What is your name? 
• Where are you from? 
• When did you come here? 
• How long did the trip take? 
• Why did you come here? 

 
Working in pairs, have students engage in a dialogue using the questions 
listed above.  



 
Working as a group and using the text, The Pilgrims Sail to America, ask 
students to answer the same questions about the Pilgrims. Chart answers 
where they are visible to the entire class. 
 
Ask students to fill in the Compare and Contrast graphic organizer (Venn 
diagram), with their own information on the left and the Pilgrim information 
on the right.  
 
Lead discussion about what is the same and what is different. Ask students 
to fill in the center area of the Venn diagram.   
 
 
 
Recommended Resource: 
 
USCIS.gov has created a teacher resource called Adaptable Teaching Tools: 
Activities to Get Students Talking 
 
Included are high-energy activities and games to help students practice what 
they learn in class. The activities provided can be modified to work with any 
theme or lesson plan. For more information go to www.USCIS.gov  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Pilgrims Sail to America 
 

 
https://ows.edb.utexas.edu/sites/default/files/users/lac2557/the-landing-of-the-pilgrims-at-plymouth-
currier-and-ives.jpg 

 
In September 1620, one hundred people sailed for the New World on the 
Mayflower. There were 50 men, 20 women, and 32 children. Many of the 
people, called Pilgrims, wanted religious freedom.  
 
One Pilgrim died on the Mayflower. The trip was very dangerous. After two 
months the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Harbor.  
 
Over half of the Pilgrims died the first winter. They were hungry and cold. 
The next year the Wampanoag Indians helped the Pilgrims build houses, 
grow food, and hunt for food. 
 
Vocabulary 
 
one hundred sailed    Pilgrims  Mayflower 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity: Sequence Organizer 
 
(Complete this activity AFTER having introduced the Pilgrim’s journey, life in 
Plymouth Colony, the Pilgrim’s first winter, and the first Thanksgiving.) 
Using Google images, print pictures of the following: 

1. Pilgrims sailing to the New World 
2. Pilgrims arriving in the Plymouth 
3. Pilgrims homes 
4. Pilgrims first winter 
5. Pilgrims meeting the Indians 
6. The first Thanksgiving 

 
Divide students into groups. Hand out one set of pictures to each group. Ask 
students to put the pictures in chronological order. Ask one group to share 
their results. 
  
If the order is not correct: avoid correction, rather ask other groups what 
they did differently. Ask students to go back to activities and reading to find 
evidence that backs up their decision.  
If the initial group’s order is correct: ask if other groups did anything 
different. Avoid jumping in- allow students to work out the final order. After 
the group has reached a decision, reveal the correct order and show 
students where in the text you found the answer. 
 
New Vocabulary:  
First, second, next, then, and last 
Apply new vocabulary to the students own process, assigning first, second, 
next, then, or last to each of their pictures groups. 
 
Sequence Order Graphic Organizer 
 
Provide small print copies of each of the pictures. Have students attach the 
pictures to the graphic organizer.  
 
Ask students to write one sentence describing what they see happening in 
each picture. Lower level students may write a few words, more advanced 
writers asked to put the six sentences into a paragraph. 



 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity: Identifying Nouns and Verbs 
 

1. Create word cards for the following words: 
 
Mayflower  sailed  trip  Pilgrims 
 
Indian   died  landed houses 
 

2. Tell students the meaning of nouns (person, place, or thing) and verbs 
(action words) 

 
3. Say the words, asking students to hold up the ‘noun’ or ‘verb’ word 

card for each. 
 

4. Extended activity: using one of the text examples provided or one of 
your choosing, ask students to find 3 nouns and 3 verbs. 

 
 
Activity: Present of Be 
 
Using the worksheet provided, ask students to fill in the blanks using am, is, 
are.  
 
Extended activities include: 

• Sentence writing 
My name is __________________. I _______ from ______________. 

• Contractions with Be 
I + am = I’m (you + are, he + is, she + is, it + is, we + are, they + are, 
Jose + is) 

• Circle the words you hear. 
I am / I’m she is / she’s  you are / you’re 
He is / he’s they are / they’re  
 
Adapted from English Connections, Grammar for communication, Contemporary Books, 1993 

 
 
 
 



Name ___________________________________  Date ____________________ 
 
Present of Be 

am 
 

I am from Burma. 
I’m from Burma. 

is 
 

Jose is from Mexico. 
She  
He  
It 
 
Jose’s from Mexico. 

are 
 

You are from Burma. 
We 
They 
 
 
You’re from Burma. 

  
1) Fill in the blanks. Use am, is, or are. 
 

Let me tell you about the people in my English class. They 

__________ from many countries. I think I ________ the 

only person from my country. Maria, Chan, and Eun 

________the people in my class. Maria _______ from 

Mexico. Chan _______ from Vietnam. Eun _______ from 

Burma. My English teacher _______ from Syracuse. My 

class is fun. 

2) Write about yourself. Tell the class. 

 
My name is ____________________. I__________ from 
________________________.   
 
Adapted from: English Connections, Grammar for communication, Contemporary, 1993 



 
 
http://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.timetoast.com/public/uploads/photos/4835510/Map_13_Colonies.jpg?1387
126856 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



The 13 Colonies 
 
There were 13 original colonies. The colonies were divided into three areas 
called the New England Colonies, the Middle Colonies, and the Southern 
Colonies. The 13 colonies later became the United States. 
 
The New England colonies included New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and 
Connecticut. The Pilgrims lived in Massachusetts.  
 
The New England colonies did not have wide rivers to move goods in and 
out. They had rocky soil and hard winters. The settlers farmed, fished, and 
hunted. 
 
The Middle colonies included New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
Delaware. They had good soil and weather for growing. 
 
The middle colonies had wide rivers for moving crops. Many of the settlers 
were farmers who grew food to eat and sell to others. 
 
The Southern colonies included Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia. In Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia they grew 
tobacco to sell to England. 
 
In North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia they grew rice and indigo. 
They used slaves in the southern colonies. 
 
 
 
1. Name one New England colony state ____________________ 
 
2. What colony did the Pilgrims live in? ___________________ 
 
3. Name one crop grown in the Southern colonies.  
 

__________________________________________________ 
 





 



 
 
People of the Onondaga Indian tribe still live in Syracuse, New York. They are 
one of the six Haudenosaunee Nations.  
 
The Haudenosaunee’s were in New York during the time of the Pilgrims. 
They were in America before the first explorers came. 
 
The Onondagas are part of the Iroquois Nation. The word Onondaga means 
“people of the hill.” 
 
In 1713 the Onondagas owned 2.6 millions acres of land. Today they own 
only 7,300 acres of land. Over the years, settlers have taken most of the 
Onondaga land away.  
 
Today’s Onondagas live on a reservation. They own the land. They have their 
own government, laws, police, and services. They must also obey U.S. law. 
 
The Onondagas have their own language. Not many people know the 
language today. 
 



 













 









 
 
 
 
 



The Road to Revolution 
UNIT 3: On the Way to War 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• Why did the colonists fight the British? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•learn about colonial land claims and events leading up war with the French 
•identify problems leading the American Revolution 
•give one reason why the colonists fought the British 
•explain liberty 
•explain what it means to have rights 
•understand the significance of the First Continental Congress 
•name one country bordering the United States 
•find the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean on the map 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 

 

Key Events: 

•French & Indian War 
•The Stamp Act 
•The Tea Act 
•The Sugar Act 
•Boston Massacre 
•Boston Tea Party 
•First Continental Congress 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans:  

Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



The Road to Revolution 
UNIT 4: Declaring Independence 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• What did the Declaration of Independence do? 
• What are two rights in the Declaration of Independence? 
• Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? 
• When was the Declaration of Independence adopted? 
• Who is the “Father of Our Country”? 
• Who was the first President? 
• There were 13 original states. Name three. 
• What is the capital of the United States? 
• When do we celebrate Independence Day? 
• Name two national holidays. 

 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•identify the purpose, rights defined, author, and date of adoption of the Declaration of 
Independence 
•learn about George Washington’s life and the importance of Washington’s role in U.S. history 
•identify one president found on US currency 
•learn about Thomas Jefferson and the importance of his role in U.S. history 
•understand the characteristics of the new government and how the government works 
•know when the Declaration of Independence was adopted 
•identify one key figure in the American Revolution 
•identify Independence Day as a national U.S. holiday 
•locate and label Washington State, Washington DC, East Coast and West Coast on a map 
•identify the current U.S. President 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 

 

 

Key Events: 

•Second Continental Congress 
•The American Revolution  
•Declaration of Independence 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 
  
George Washington 
Establishing Independence (intermediate) 
Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Road to Revolution 
UNIT 5: The United States Constitution 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• What is the supreme law of the land? 
• What does the constitution do? 
• The idea of self-government is in the first three words of the Constitution. What are 

these three words? 
• What is an amendment? 
• What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution? 
• What is one right or freedom from the First Amendment? 
• How many amendments does the Constitution have? 
• What is the “rule of law? 
• Who is the Governor of your state now? 
• What is the capitol of your state? 
• What are the two major political parties in the United States? 
• What is the political party of the President now? 
• What happened at the Constitutional Convention? 
• When was the Constitution written? 
• The Federalist Papers supported the passage of the U.S. Constitution. Name one of the 

writers. 
• What is one thing Benjamin Franklin is famous for? 
• What are two ways that Americans can participate in their democracy? 

 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•learn about Benjamin Franklin’s role in U.S. history 
•explain the purpose of the Constitutional Convention 
•identify the purpose of the Constitution, the first three words, and the date it was written 
•explain the idea of self-government 
•identify the writers of the Federalist Papers 
•identify two rights as guaranteed by the Bill of Rights 
•identify rights in the First Amendment and explain to whom they apply 
•describe rights only for United States citizens 
•describe voting age and voting rights 
•learn about the political party system 



•explain democracy 

Materials: 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Events: 
 
•Leaders convene to revise the Articles of Confederation, Constitution is written 
•The Great Compromise 
•The Three-Fifths Compromise 
•Federalist Papers 
•Bill of Rights 
•Political Party system is born 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 
 
Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence 
Benjamin Franklin and the U.S. Constitution 
Bill of Rights and Other Amendments 
Your Government and You 
U.S. Constitution (intermediate)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Systems of Government 
UNIT 6: United States (U.S.) Government 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• Name one branch or part of the government. 
• What stops one branch of government from becoming too powerful? 
• Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the federal government. What is one 

power of the federal government? 
• Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the states. What is one power of the 

states? 
• What is one responsibility that is only for United States Citizens? 
• Name one right only for United States citizens. 
• What are two rights of everyone living in the United States? 
• What is one promise you make when you become a United States citizen? 
• When is the last day you can send in federal income tax forms? 
• When must all men register for the Selective Service? 
•  

 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•learn the characteristics of U.S. government, why government is important, and what it does 
•identify the three branches of government and explain separation of powers 
•provide one example of a state power 
•provide one example of a federal power 
•understand the concept of “rule of law” 
•compare the U.S. government with other forms of government around the world 
•identify ways that Americans can participate in their democracy 
•understand the naturalization process 
•explain the promises that are part of the Oath of Allegiance 
•identify rights and responsibilities only for U.S. citizens 
•explain when men must register for selective service 
•explain when federal income tax forms are due 
•identify the current governor of their state 
•identify the capitals of the United States and their home state 
•explain the significance of the Pledge of Allegiance 



 
 

Materials: 
 
 
 
 
Key Events: 
•N/A 

 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 
  
Your Government and You 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Systems of Government 
UNIT 6A: Executive Branch 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• Who is in charge of the executive branch? 
• We elect a President for how many years? 
• In what month do we vote for President? 
• What is the name of the President of the United States now? 
• What is the name of the Vice President of the United States now? 
• If the President can no longer serve, who becomes President? 
• If both the President and the Vice President can no longer serve, who becomes 

President? 
• Who is the Commander in Chief of the military? 
• Who signs bills to become laws? 
• Who vetoes bills? 
• What does the President’s cabinet do? 
• What are two cabinet level positions? 
• How old do citizens have to be to vote for President? 

 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•identify the executive branch as one branch of the government 
•identify where the president lives 
•learn about the President’s role in the government 
•identify the current president and vice president and their party affiliation 
•understand the function of the president’s cabinet 
•identify several members of the cabinet and their respective departments 
•explain presidential terms, election years/months 
•explain the presidential order of succession 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 

 

 

Key Events: 

•N/A 
 
 
 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 
 
Executive Branch 
Executive Branch (intermediate) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Systems of Government 
UNIT 6B: Legislative Branch 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• Who makes federal laws? 
• What are the two parts of the U.S. Congress? 
• How many U.S. Senators are there? 
• We elect a U.S. Senator for how many years? 
• Who is one of your state’s U.S. Senators now? 
• The House of Representatives has how many voting members? 
• We elect a U.S. Representative for how many years? 
• Name your U.S. Representative. 
• Who does a U.S. Senator represent? 
• Why do some states have more Representatives than other states? 
• What is the name of the Speaker of the House of Representatives now? 

 
 

Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•identify the legislative branch as one branch of the government 
•learn about Congress’ role in the government 
•identify two parts of Congress, the different terms, and the number of members in each 
•name one of their senators and their representative, or be able to state that there are none 
•understand how states and districts are represented in Congress 
•explain the role of the Speaker of the House in the presidential succession 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 

 

Key Events: 

•N/A 

 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 
 
Legislative Branch 
Legislative Branch (intermediate) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Systems of Government 
UNIT 6C: Judicial Branch 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• What does the judicial branch do? 
• What is the highest court in the United States? 
• How many justices are on the Supreme Court? 
• Who is the Chief Justice of the United States now? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•identify the judicial branch s one branch of the government 
•learn about the role of the judicial branch in the government 
•identify the U.S. Supreme Court as the highest court in the United States 
•identify the current Chief Justice of the United States 
•state the number of justices on the Supreme Court 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 

 

Key Events: 

•N/A 

 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 
 
Judicial Branch 
Judicial Branch (intermediate)  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



The 1800’s 
UNIT 7: Westward Expansion 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• What territory did the United States buy from France in 1803? 
• What did Susan B. Anthony do? 
• Name one U.S. territory. 
• What is the name of the national anthem? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•identify that the Louisiana territory was purchased from France in 1803 
•identify two new states 
•identify one problem associated with expansion of America 
•explain the significance of the Star Spangled Banner 
•name one major improvement or invention of the 1800’s 
•identify Susan B. Anthony and explain her role in ending slavery and working for women’s rights 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Materials: 
 

 

Key Events: 

•The Louisiana Purchase 
•The War of 1812 
•Battle of the Alamo 
•California Gold Rush 
•The Mexican-American War 
 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans:  

Civil War 
U.S. Wars in the 1800’s 
Fighting for Our Rights 
American Symbols and Celebrations 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The 1800’s 
UNIT 8: Sectionalism- The Road to the Civil War 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• What group of people was taken to America and sold as slaves? 
• What was one important thing that Abraham Lincoln did? 
• Name one problem that led to the Civil War? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•learn about Abraham Lincoln’s life 
•identify Lincoln’s role in U.S. history and the Civil War 
•understand the concepts of slavery vs. freedom 
•identify slavery as one of the problems leading to the civil war 
•explore ways that Lincoln is honored, using paintings and famous landmarks 
•identify Lincoln as one president honored on President’s Day 
•use a map to identify Union and Confederate states 
•name one union and one confederate state 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 
 
 
Key Events: 

•The Compromise of 1850 
•Republican Party is formed 
•Lincoln elected President 
•Confederate States formed 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 
  
Abraham Lincoln 
Civil War 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1800’s 
UNIT 9: The Civil War 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• Name one war fought by the United States in the 1800’s. 
• Name the U.S. war between the North and the South. 
• What was one important thing that Abraham Lincoln did? 
• What did the Emancipation proclamation do? 
• There are four amendments to the Constitution about who can vote. Describe one of 

them. 
• Name one of the two longest rivers in the United States. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•learn about the importance of the Civil War in United States history 
•identify problems leading to the Civil War 
•understand general issues of slavery in the United States 
•understand the division of the North and South during the Civil War 
•identify Abraham Lincoln as president during the Civil War and author of the Emancipation 
proclamation 
•name one major Civil War battle 
•identify the purpose of the Emancipation proclamation 
•name an amendment on voting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 

 

Key Events: 

•Seven Day’s Battle 
•War of Antietam 
•Emancipation Proclamation 
•Gettysburg 
•Civil War Ends 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 
 
Civil War 
U.S. Wars in the 1800’s 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1800’s 
UNIT 10: Reconstruction 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•talk about how the South was rebuilt 
•name one attempt that was made to redress the unfair treatment of blacks and end slavery 
•explain the Civil Rights Act 
•explore civil and women’s rights issues in then and now 
•understand the importance of the canal and railway systems and the affect of the railroad on 
  North Americans 
•learn about the local importance of the Erie Canal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 

 

Key Events: 

•Freedman’s Bureau 
•Reconstruction Act 
•Civil Rights Acts 
•Compromise of 1876 
•National Women’s Suffrage Association founded 
•Alaska purchase 
•Ku Klux Klan founded 
•Great Chicago fire 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans:  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Recent American History & Important Events 
UNIT 11: Industrialization 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• What is the economic system of the United States? 
• Where is the Statue of Liberty? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•identify capitalism as the economic system in the United States 
•learn about the rapid growth of industry 
•name one important invention or discovery 
•name one important change brought about by the Labor Movement 
•learn about early waves of immigrants 
•compare immigration then and now 
•tell where the Statue of Liberty came from, and why it is important 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 
 
 
 
Key Events: 

•Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire 
•France give U.S. the Statue of Liberty 
•Thomas Edison invents the light bulb 
•John D. Rockefeller/ Standard Oil Company monopolize the oil business 
•Alexander Graham Bell invents the telephone 
 

 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 

American Symbols and Celebrations 
U.S. History Since 1900 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Recent American History & Important Events 
UNIT 12: World War I 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• Name ne war fought in the United States in the 1900s. 
• Who was President during World War I? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•name one U.S. ally in World War I 
•understand what caused World War I 
•explain the role of Woodrow Wilson in U.S. history 
•learn about the consequences of World War I, both global and in the U.S. 
•use the world map to find two countries who fought in World War I 
•learn about post-war America 
•tell when Veteran’s Day is celebrated and why it is important 
•answer the question, What went wrong for the U.S. after World War i? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 
 
Key Events: 

•Germany sinks the Lusitania 
•US enters WWII 
•D Day cease fire/ Veteran’s Day 
 

 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 

U.S. History Since 1900 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Recent American History & Important Events 
UNIT 13: The Great Depression 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• Who was President during the Great Depression and World War II? 
• Name one state that borders Mexico. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•understand the historical significance of the Great Depression 
•learn about Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal 
•name one important result of the New Deal 
•read about Amelia Earhart 
•learn about the stock market crash of 2008-2009 
•name one state that borders Mexico 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Materials: 
 
 
 
Key Events: 

•The Great Depression begins 
•Amelia Earhart flies across the Atlantic 
•Franklin D. Roosevelt elected to office 
•Fair Labor Standards Act 
•The Roaring 20’s 
•Prohibition 
•The Dust Bowl Drought 
•The New Deal 

 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 

U.S. History Since 1900 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Recent American History & Important Events 
UNIT 14: World War II and Post War America 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• Name one war fought by the United States in the 1900s. 
• Who was President during the Great Depression and World War II? 
• Who did the United States fight in World War II? 
• Before he was President, Eisenhower was a general. What was he in? 
• During the Cold War, what was the main concern of the United States? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•learn about the causes of World War II, U.S. enemies and allies 
•find Germany and Japan on the world map 
•name the key event leading up to Japan’s surrender 
•learn about Hitler and Nazi Germany 
•understand the historical significance of the Cold War 
•understand the effects of communism on the United States 
•explain the role of the United Nations 
•study different forms of government 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Materials: 
 

 

Key Events: 

•Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor 
•U.S. declares war on Japan, enters WWII 
•Atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima 
•United Nations formed 

 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 
 
U.S. History Since 1900 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Recent American History & Important Events 
UNIT 15: Recent Conflicts 
 
Level: Low beginning, High Beginning, Low Intermediate 
 
Citizenship Test Questions 

• Name one war fought by the United States in the 1900s. 
• What movement tried to end racial discrimination? 
• What did Martin Luther King, Jr. do? 
• What major event happened on September 11, 2001, in the United States? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 
•identify U.S. wars in the 1900’s 
•discuss conflict in the Middle East 
•learn about the Gulf War 
•learn about the World Trade Center attacks 
•discuss the Iraq War and U.S. involvement in the Middle East 
•understand the effects of terrorism  on the United States 
•name one important figure in the U.S. civil rights movement 
•discuss refugees and immigrants in current events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Materials: 
 
 
 
 
Key Events: 

•Korean War  
•Vietnam War 
•Cuban Missile Crisis 
•Martin Luther King “I Have a Dream” speech 
•March on Washington 
•Civil Rights Acts 
•Neil Armstrong walks on the moon 
•Gulf War 
•World Trade Center attacks 
•Iraq War  
•Conflict in the Middle East 

 

 

USCIS Lesson Plans: 

Fighting for Our Rights 
U.S. History Since 1900 

 
 
 
 



U.S. History Timeline 
 
1492  Columbus discovers the new world 
 
1607  Jamestown established 
 
1619  First slaves arrive 
 
1620  Plymouth Colony established 
 
1754  French and Indian War 
 
1765  Stamp Act 
 
1770  Boston Massacre 
 
1773  Boston Tea Party 
 
1774  First Continental Congress 
 
1775   Second Continental Congress 
 
1775  Paul Revere’s ride 
 
1776  Declaration of Independence 
 
1781  Articles of Confederation 
 
1783  American Revolution ends 
 
1787  Constitution is written 
 
1789  George Washing elected the 1st president 
 
1789  Constitution approved 
 
1791  Bill of Rights added to Constitution 
 
1803  Louisiana Purchase 
 
1812  War of 1812 
 
1836  Battle of the Alamo 
 
1846  Mexican American War 
 
1849  California Gold Rush 



 
1850  Compromise of 1850 
 
1854  Republican Party formed 
 
1860  Lincoln elected president 
 
1861  Confederate States formed 
 
1861  Civil War begins 
 
1862  Seven Day’s War 
 
1862  Battle of Antietam 
 
1863  Emancipation proclamation 
 
1863   Battle of Gettysburg 
 
1865  Civil War ends 
 
1868  Civil Rights Act passed 
 
1869  Right to Vote Amendment 
 
1865  Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution 
 
1865  Freedman’s Bureau 
 
1866  Civil Rights Act of 1866 
 
1867  Alaska Purchase 
 
1868  Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution 
 
1869  National Women’s Suffrage Association formed 
 
1870  Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution 
 
1871  Great Chicago Fire 
 
1875  Civil Rights Act of 1875 
 
1876  U.S. receives the Statue of Liberty 
 
1898  Spanish War begins 
 
1911  Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire 



 
1915  Germany sinks the Lusitania 
 
1917  U.S. enters WWII 
 
1929  The Great Depression begins 
 
1932  Amelia Earhart flies across the Atlantic 
 
1932  Franklin D. Roosevelt elected to office 
 
1938  Fair Labor Standards Act 
 
1941  Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor 
 
1941  U.S. declares war on Japan, enters WWII 
 
1945  Atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima 
 
1945  United Nations formed 
 
1950  Korean War begins 
 
1959  U.S. enters the Vietnam War 
 
1960  Civil Rights Act of 1960 
 
1962  Cuban Missile Crisis 
 
1963  Martin Luther King, “I Have a Dream” 
 
1963  March on Washington 
 
1964  Civil Rights Act of 1964 
 
1968  Civil Rights Act of 1968 
 
1969  Neil Armstrong walks on the moon 
 
1991  Gulf War 
 
2001  World Trade Center attacks 
 
2003  Iraq War 
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