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Best Practices for Best Literacy 
Objectives: 

Explore 
• BEST Literacy content & structure 
• Strategies for helping students 

negotiate “real-life” reading & 
writing tasks 

Create 
• Activities to help students succeed on 

the BEST Literacy assessment 
 

 
 



Best Literacy 
What do you know? 

 
• Who makes Best Literacy? 

• When do we use Best Literacy? 

• Have you ever given Best Literacy? 

• How does Best Literacy compare to Best Plus? 

 



BEST Literacy / 3 Forms: B, C, D 

Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) 



Best Practices for Best Literacy 
NRS Level  National Reporting System  

(NRS) 
Levels 

Assessment 
Equivalents 

1 Beginning ESL Literacy BEST Plus: 400 and below 
(SPL 0–1) 
BEST Literacy: 0–20 

2 Low Beginning ESL BEST Plus: 401–417  
BEST Literacy:  21-52 

3 High Beginning ESL BEST Plus: 418–438  
BEST Literacy: 53–63 

4 Low Intermediate ESL BEST Plus: 439–472  
  
BEST Literacy:  64– 67  

5 High Intermediate ESL BEST Plus: 473–506  
  
BEST Literacy:  68-75  

6 Advanced ESL BEST Plus: 507–540  
BEST Literacy: 76+ 

Scale Scores 
&  

NRS Levels 
 



NYSED BEST Literacy Policy 

 
Student scores 541 or higher on the 
BEST Plus: teachers and 
administrators decide the best next 
step for the student, ESL or ABE 
Students scores 76 or higher on the 
BEST Literacy: BEST Literacy pretest 
is transferred to ABE programming 
and student must be assessed with 
the TABE 

 

Agencies have the option of using the BEST Literacy  



BEST  Plus  
• Listening and speaking 

assessment 
• Paper and computer- 

based testing 
• Test must be 

administered to students 
• Must be done one-on-

one 
• No limit on time 

 

BEST  Literacy 
• Reading and writing 
• Paper-based testing only 
• Students demonstrate 

performance via writing 
• Can be administered as a 

group 
• Timed 

 

How do they compare? 



Exploring BEST Literacy 

Reading 
With your group…. 
• Compare and contrast one 

part of BEST Literacy Reading  

• Explore all 3 forms: B, C & D 

• Look at content & format 

 



BEST Literacy READING 

Students need to navigate…… 
Numbers  
• prices 
• times 
• dates 
• phone  
 

Synonyms 
• doctor/physician 
• leave/depart 
 

Inference 
Store closes early on weekends. 

Abbreviations 
• labels 
• ads 
• days/months 

Grammar 
• modals 
• verb + infinitive 
• verb + base 

Text Format  
• schedules 
• calendars 
• lists 
• forms 
 



College & Career Readiness Standards  
for Adult Education 

Reading Strand 
• Which anchors pertain to the kind of 

reading in BEST Literacy? 

 
Speaking Strand 
• How could these skills be useful in 

preparing for a reading / writing 
assessment? 
 



NRS ESL Level Descriptors 
Where do you see your students? 



BEST Literacy Reading 
Activity Building 

With your group: 
• Create a series of activities to help 

students navigate “real-life” text. 
• Have students revisit text several 

times for several purposes 
• Speaking and listening activities 

can revolve around text 
 



Teaching Excellence in Adult Literacy: TEAL 

Self-Regulated Strategy Development 

• Highlight ideas that could inform our 
instruction  

• How could we help students succeed on 
BEST Literacy writing tasks? 



TEAL Just Write Guide (p.40) 

Self-Regulated Strategy Development 

Teaching Excellence in Adult Literacy 

Writing researchers identified what good writers do: 
• plan  
• monitor  
• evaluate 
• revise 
• manage the writing process 

  



BEST Literacy: Writing 
Students need a lot of support 
• Setting goals 
• Monitoring  
• Evaluating 



BEST Literacy: Short Writing 

Look at the scoring sheet: What do you notice? 

• Personal Information Form 
• Check 
• Envelope 

 
 



Setting Goals and Monitoring Writing 
 

BEST Literacy: Short Writing 
With your group, create: 

• Writing activity for the specific task 
• Monitoring tool:  a checklist to help students 

see if they’ve fulfilled task requirements 
 

 



BEST Literacy: Note Writing 
• Thank-you note 
• Invitation 
• Cancel appointment / plans 
• Late payment 
• Repair needed 

BEST Literacy Test Manual pages 22 -24 



BEST Literacy Scoring Rubric for Note Writing 
BEST Literacy Test Manual p.22 



BEST Literacy: Note Writing 

• Sample Notes, pp. 24 -36 
• Calibration Activity, p. 14 

 
 

As teachers,  
how do we prepare for a scoring session? 

We read with a rubric. 

Why not let students do the 
same thing? 



BEST Literacy: Note Writing 

• Modelling is important 
• Puts students in control 
• Decreases stress 

Make the students the teacher: 
Have them evaluate sample essays with a rubric 
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