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Best Practices for Best Literacy
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e Activities to help students succeed on
the BEST Literacy assessment




Best Literacy
What do you know?

Who makes Best Literacy?
When do we use Best Literacy?
Have you ever given Best Literacy?

How does Best Literacy compare to Best Plus?
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e EGIN NOW This test Is for reading and writing.
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change your answers if you think you have made any mistakes,

It you have any questions, ask them now.

You have one hour (60 minutes) to finish the test.
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Best Practices for Best Literacy

Scale Scores
&
NRS Levels

NRS Level | National Reporting System | Assessment
(NRS) Equivalents
Levels
1 Beginning ESL Literacy BEST Plus: 400 and below
(SPL 0-1)
BEST Literacy: 0-20
2 Low Beginning ESL BEST Plus: 401-417
BEST Literacy: 21-52
3 H|gh Beginning ESL BEST Plus: 418-438
BEST Literacy: 53—63
4 Low Intermediate ESL BEST Plus: 439-472
BEST Literacy: 64— 67
5 High Intermediate ESL BEST Plus: 473-506
BEST Literacy: 68-75
6 Advanced ESL BEST Plus: 507-540

BEST Literacy: 76+




Agencies have the option of using the BEST Literacy

(@zEsT [FORM 8| Student scores 541 or higher on the
BEST Plus: teachers and

administrators decide the best next

step for the student, ESL or ABE

Students scores 76 or higher on the
BEST Literacy: BEST Literacy pretest
is transferred to ABE programming

and student must be assessed with
e the TABE

NYSED BEST Literacy Policy

Examingn Tost Bookiat




BEST Plus

BEST Literacy

Listening and speaking .
assessment .
Paper and computer- .
based testing

Test must be .
administered to students
Must be done one-on- .
one

No limit on time

Reading and writing
Paper-based testing only

Students demonstrate
performance via writing

Can be administered as a
group

Timed

How do they compare?
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With your group... @i

e Compare and contrast one
part of BEST Literacy Reading
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e Explore all 3 forms:B,C&D .
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Exploring BEST Literacy




Students need to navigate.....

Inference Numbers
Store closes early on weekends. e prices

Abbreviations

e |abels
Store Hours: e times .
Monday 8AM - 5PM 9 d >
Tuesday 8AM - 5PM e dates . days/months
Wednesday 8AM - SPM
Thursday 8AM - 5PM e phone
Friday 8AM - 5SPM
Sat. & Sun. 10AM - 3PM Grammar
Synonyms .
Text Format oy mogals- o
o ici e verb + infinitive
« doctor/physician s e
e o * |eave/depart
e |ists

"™ BEST Literacy READING




College & Career Readiness Standards
for Adult Education

R ead | N g St ran d College and Career

. : : Readiness Standards
Which anchors pertain to the kind of for Adult Education

reading in BEST Literacy?

Speaking Strand

e How could these skills be useful in
preparing for a reading / writing
assessment?




Educational Functioning Level Descriptors—English as a Second Language Levels

Literacy Level

Listening and Speaking

Basic Reading and Writing

Functional and Workplace Skills

NRS Level 1 -
Beginning ESL Literacy

BEST Plus: 400 and
below (SPL0O-1)

BEST Literacy: 0-20

Individual cannot speak or understand English,
or understands only isolated words or phrases.

Individual has no or minimal reading or writing
skills in any language. May have little or no
comprehension of how print corresponds to
spoken language and may have difficulty using a
writing instrument.

Individual functions minimally or not at all in
English and can communicate only through
gestures or a few isolated words, such as name
and other personal information; may
recognize only common signs or symbols (e.g.,
stop sign, product logos); can handle only very
routine entry-level jobs that do not require
oral or written communication in

English. There is no knowledge or use of
computers or technology.

NRS Level 2 - Low
Beginning ESL
BEST Plus: 401417

BEST Literacy: 21-52

Individual can understand basic greetings, simple
phrases and commands. Can understand simple
questions related to personal information,
spoken slowly and with repetition. Understands
a limited number of words and can respond with
simple learned phrases. Speaks slowly and with
difficulty.

Individual can read numbers, letters and some
common sight words. May be able to sound out
simple words. Can read and write some familiar
words and phrases, but has a limited
understanding of connected prose in English.
Can write basic personal information (e.g., name,
address, telephone number) and can complete
simple forms that elicit this information.

Individual functions with difficulty in social
situations. Can handle routine entry level jobs
that require very simple written or oral English
communication and in which job tasks can be
demonstrated. May have limited knowledge
and experience with computers.

NRS Level 3 - High
Beginning ESL
BEST Plus: 418438

BEST Literacy: 53-63

Individual can understand common words,
simple phrases, and sentences containing
familiar vocabulary, spoken slowly with some
repetition. Individual can respond to simple
questions about personal everyday activities,
and can express immediate needs, using simple
learned phrases or short sentences. Shows
limited control of grammar.

Individual can read most sight words, and many
other common words. Can read familiar phrases
and simple sentences but has a limited
understanding of connected prose and may need
frequent re-reading. Individual can write some
simple sentences with limited vocabulary.

Individual can function in some situations
related to immediate needs and in familiar
social situations. Can provide basic personal
information on simple forms and recognizes
simple common forms of print found in the
home, workplace and community. Can handle
routine entry level jobs requiring basic written
or oral English communication.

NRS ESL Level Descriptors

Where do you see your students?




BEST Literacy Reading
Activity Building

With your group:

 (Create a series of activities to help
students navigate “real-life” text.

e Have students revisit text several
times for several purposes

 Speaking and listening activities
can revolve around text

l! BEST

Test Manual




Self-Requlated Strategy Development

* Highlight ideas that could inform our
Instruction

e How could we help students succeed on
BEST Literacy writing tasks?

Teaching Excellence in Adult Literacy: TEAL




TEAL Just Write Guide (.o
Self-Regulated Strategy Development

Writing researchers identified what good writers do:
e plan

°* monitor

e evaluate

* revise

* manage the writing process

Teaching Excellence in Adult Literacy




BEST Literacy: Writing

Students need a lot of support

e Setting goals _Hen

L4 e Examinee Test Booklet L. BIEST W‘
* Monitoring - ——

Examineo Tesl Bookbot
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e Evaluating -

Examinee Test Booklet
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BEST Literacy: Short Writing
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Scoring Sheet
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Look at the scoring sheet: What do you notice?




BEST Literacy: Short Writing

With your group, create:

 Writing activity for the specific task

e Monitoring tool: a checklist to help students
see if they've fulfilled task requirements

Setting Goals and Monitoring Writing




BEST Literacy: Note Writing

L.BEST ‘

Test Manual

 Thank-you note

* [nvitation

e Cancel appointment / plans
e Late payment

e Repair needed

BEST Literacy Test Manual pages 22 -24




Fully comprehensible

Fulfills all task requirements communicatively, including social and
polite conventions of English and indicating recipient and sender
Successful elaboration. May have explicit and implicit subordination
(use of dependent clauses with a semicolon (;) complimentizer (that,
if, whether), or a subordinating conjunction (after, because, while)

Generally comprehensible

Fulfills only part of task requirements communicatively, but writing
i1s clearly on task

Clear attempt at elaboration, but unsuccessful

May be fewer than three clear sentences

Difficult to comprehend

Clear attempt to fulfill task requirements, or on task but
communicates only basic, minimal information

Little or no attempt at elaboration, successful or unsuccessful
Fewer than three clear sentences

Basically incomprehensible
Off task; Offtopic; Fewer than three clear sentences

BEST Literacy Test Manual p.22

BEST Literacy Scoring Rubric for Note Writing




BEST Literacy: Note Writing

As teachers,
how do we prepare for a scoring session?

mBEST . .
et W \Weread with arubric.
Test Manual

e Sample Notes, pp. 24 -36
e Calibration Activity, p. 14

Why not let students do the
same thing?




BEST Literacy: Note Writing

Make the students the teacher:
Have them evaluate sample essays with a rubric

* Modelling is important
e Puts students in control
e Decreases stress
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